
1840-1844 

1. The Advent Message to be Given Those who stand as teachers and leaders in our institutions are to be sound in the 
faith and in the principles of the third angel's message. God wants His people to know that we have the message as He 
gave it to us in 1843 and 1844. We knew then what the message meant, and we call upon our people today to obey the 
word, "Bind up the law among My disciples." In this world there are but two classes,--the obedient and the disobedient. 
To which class do we belong? God wants to make us a peculiar people, a holy nation. He has separated us from the 
world, and He calls upon us to stand on vantage ground, where He can bestow on us His Holy Spirit. {GCB, April 1, 
1903 par. 

 

2. We have, as had John, a message to bear of the things which we have seen and heard. God is not giving us a new 
message. We are to proclaim the message that in 1843 and 1844 brought us out of the other churches. We need the 
Holy Spirit to kindle in our hearts the zeal and earnestness that were then seen among God's people. I thank the Lord 
that there are still living a few who can remember those days, and who know whereof they speak. {RH, January 19, 1905 
par. 22} 

 

3. All the messages given from 1840-1844 are to be made forcible now, for there are many people who have lost their 
bearings. The messages are to go to all the churches. {21MR 437.1} 

Christ said, "Blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they hear. For verily I say unto you, That many 
prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those 
things which ye hear, and have not heard them" [Matthew 13:16, 17]. Blessed are the eyes which saw the things that 
were seen in 1843 and 1844. {21MR 437.2} 

 

4. Temptations are being brought in by men who have been long in the truth. The truths that we received in 1841, '42, 
'43, and '44 are now to be studied and proclaimed. The messages of the first, second, and third angels will in the future 
be proclaimed with a loud voice. They will be given with earnest determination and in the power of the Spirit. {15MR 
317.1} 

 

5. The warning has come: Nothing is to be allowed to come in that will disturb the foundation of the faith upon which we 
have been building ever since the message came in 1842, 1843, and 1844. I was in this message, and ever since I have 
been standing before the world, true to the light that God has given us. We do not propose to take our feet off the 
platform on which they were placed as day by day we sought the Lord with earnest prayer, seeking for light. Do you 
think that I could give up the light that God has given me? It is to be as the Rock of Ages. It has been guiding me ever 
since it was given. Brethren and sisters, God lives and reigns and works today. His hand is on the wheel, and in His 
providence He is turning the wheel in accordance with His own will. Let not men fasten themselves to documents, saying 
what they will do and what they will not do. Let them fasten themselves to the Lord God of heaven. Then the light of 
heaven will shine into the soul-temple, and we shall see the salvation of God. {GCB, April 6, 1903 par. 35} 

 



6. page 30 {MR760 29.5} 

The interests of the cause of present truth demand that those who profess to stand on the Lord's side shall bring into 
exercise all their powers to vindicate the advent message, the most important message that will ever come to the world. 
For those who stand as representatives of present truth to use time and energy now in attempting to answer the 
questions of the doubting ones, will be an unwise use of their time. It will not remove the doubts. The burden of our work 
now is not to labor for those who, although they have had abundant light and evidence, still continue on the unbelieving 
side. God bids us give our time and strength to the work of preaching to the people the messages that stirred men and 
women in 1843 and 1844. 

 

7. 1843 chart endorsement 

 

Directed by the Hand of the Lord 

“I have seen that the 1843 chart was directed by the hand of the Lord, and that it should not be altered; that the figures 
were as He wanted them; that His hand was over and hid a mistake in some of the figures, so that none could see it, 
until His hand was removed.” Early Writings, 74–75. 

 

8. 1850 chart endorsement 

“Our next conference was in Fairhaven. Brother Bates and wife were present. It was quite a good meeting. On our return 
to Brother Nichols’, the Lord gave me a vision and showed me that the truth must be made plain upon tables, and it 
would cause many to decide for the truth by the three angels’ messages, with the two former being made plain upon 
tables.” Manuscript Releases, volume 16, 207. 

“The Lord showed me that he, James, must take the testimonies that the leading Adventists published in ‘44, and 
republish them and make them ashamed. He is now doing that work. . . .“God showed me the necessity of getting out a 
chart. I saw it was needed and that the truth made plain upon tables would affect much and would cause souls to come 
to the knowledge of the truth. 

“On our return to Brother Nichol’s, the Lord gave me a vision and showed me that the truth must be made plain upon 
tables, and it would cause many to decide for the truth by the third angel’s message with the two former being made 
plain upon tables. I also saw it was as necessary for the paper to be published as for the messengers to go, for the 
messengers need a paper to carry with them containing present truth to put in the hands of those who hear and then the 
truth would not fade from the mind, and that the paper would go where the messengers could not go. Other things I saw, 
which will appear in the paper.” Manuscript Releases, volume 5, 201–203. 

My dear Brother and Sister Loveland:  
I hope to send you some papers soon. The chart is being executed in Boston. God is in it. {15MR 213.1} 
Bro. Nichols has the charge of it. {15MR 213.2}1  

                                                 
1 Manuscript Releases, Volume 15 [Nos. 1136-1185, 1985-1986]. Ellen G. White Estate, 1993; 2002, S. 213 



 

“I saw that God was in the publishment of the chart by Brother Nichols. I saw that there was a prophecy of this chart in 
the Bible, and if this chart is designed for God’s people, if it [is] sufficient for one it is for another, and if one needed a 
new chart painted on a larger scale, all need it just as much.  “I saw that it was a restless, uneasy, unsatisfied, ungrateful 
feeling in Brother Case that desired another chart. I saw that these painted charts had a bad effect upon the 
congregation. It caused a light, chaffy spirit of ridicule to be in the meeting.  “I saw that the charts ordered by God struck 
the mind favorably, even without an explanation. There is something light, lovely, and heavenly in the representation of 
the angels on the charts. The mind is almost imperceptibly led to God and heaven. But the other charts that have been 
gotten up disgust the mind, and cause the mind to dwell more on earth than heaven. Images representing angels look 
more like fiends than beings of heaven. I saw that the charts had for days and weeks occupied Brother Case’s mind 
when he should have been seeking heavenly wisdom from God, and should have been growing in graces of the Spirit 
and the knowledge of the truth.” Manuscript Releases, volume 13, 359. 

 

9.Jeremiah 6:16a 

Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where [is] the good way, and walk 
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk [therein]. 

6:17 Also I set watchmen over you, [saying], Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken. 

10. Isaiah 58;12 

And [they that shall be] of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; 
and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in. 

 

11. As early as 1842 the direction given in this prophecy to "write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may 
run that readeth it," had suggested to Charles Fitch the preparation of a prophetic chart to illustrate the visions of Daniel 
and the Revelation. The publication of this chart was regarded as a fulfillment of the command given by Habakkuk. No 
one, however, then noticed than an apparent delay in the accomplishment of the vision--a tarrying time--is presented in 
the same prophecy. After the disappointment, this scripture appeared very significant: "The vision is yet for an appointed 
time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. . . . 
The just shall live by his faith." {GC 392.2} 

 

12. 1863 endorsement-None 

 

13. The preaching of the first message in 1843, and of the midnight cry in 1844, tended directly to repress fanaticism and 
dissension. Those who participated in these solemn movements were in harmony; their hearts were filled with love for 
one another, and for Jesus, whom they expected soon to see. The one faith, the one blessed hope, lifted them above 
the control of any human influence and proved a shield against the assaults of Satan. {SR 368.2} 



 

14. At the very time specified, Turkey, through her ambassadors, accepted the protection of the allied powers of Europe, 
and thus placed herself under the control of Christian nations. The event exactly fulfilled the prediction. (See Appendix.) 
When it became known, multitudes were convinced of the correctness of the principles of prophetic interpretation 
adopted by Miller and his associates, and a wonderful impetus was given to the advent movement. Men of learning and 
position united with Miller, both in preaching and in publishing his views, and from 1840 to 1844 the work rapidly 
extended. {GC 335.1} 

 

15. A long-continued resistance of truth will harden the most impressionable heart. Those who reject the Spirit of truth 
place themselves under the control of a spirit that is opposed to the word and work of God. For a time they may continue 
to teach some phases of the truth, but their refusal to accept all the light God sends will after a time place them where 
they will do the work of a false watchman. {1SAT 385.2} 

The interests of the cause of present truth demand that those who profess to stand on the Lord's side shall bring into 
exercise all their powers to vindicate the advent message, the most important message that will ever come to the world. 
For those who stand as representatives of present truth to use time and energy now in attempting to answer the 
questions of the doubting ones, will be an unwise use of their time. It will not remove the doubts. The burden of our work 
now is not to labor for those who, although they have had abundant light and evidence, still continue on the unbelieving 
side. God bids us give our time and strength to the work of preaching to the people the messages that stirred men and 
women in 1843 and 1844. {1SAT 385.3} 

 

16. September 23, the Lord showed me that He had stretched out His hand the second time to recover the remnant of 
His people, [SEE PAGE 86.] and that efforts must be redoubled in this gathering time. In the scattering, Israel was 
smitten and torn, but now in the gathering time God will heal and bind up His people. In the scattering, efforts made to 
spread the truth had but little effect, accomplished but little or nothing; but in the gathering, when God has set His hand 
to gather His people, efforts to spread the truth will have their designed effect. All should be united and zealous in the 
work. I saw that it was wrong for any to refer to the scattering for examples to govern us now in the gathering; for if God 
should do no more for us now than He did then, Israel would never be gathered. I have seen that the 1843 chart was 
directed by the hand of the Lord, and that it should not be altered; that the figures were as He wanted them; that His 
hand was over and hid a mistake in some of the figures, so that none could see it, until His hand was removed. [THIS 
APPLIES TO THE CHART USED DURING THE 1843 MOVEMENT, AND HAS SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE 
CALCULATION OF THE PROPHETIC PERIODS AS IT APPEARED ON THAT CHART. THE NEXT SENTENCE 
EXPLAINS THAT THERE WAS AN INACCURACY WHICH IN THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD WAS SUFFERED TO 
EXIST. BUT THIS DOES NOT PRECLUDE THE PUBLICATION OF A CHART SUBSEQUENTLY WHICH WOULD 
CORRECT THE MISTAKE, AFTER THE 1843 MOVEMENT WAS PAST, AND THE CALCULATION AS THEN MADE 
HAD SERVED ITS PURPOSE.] {EW 74.1} 

 

17. I saw the people of God joyful in expectation, looking for their Lord. But God designed to prove them. His hand 
covered a mistake in the reckoning of the prophetic periods. Those who were looking for their Lord did not discover this 
mistake, and the most learned men who opposed the time also failed to see it. God designed that His people should 
meet with a disappointment. The time passed, and those who had looked with joyful expectation for their Saviour were 
sad and disheartened, while those who had not loved the appearing of Jesus, but embraced the message through fear, 



were pleased that He did not come at the time of expectation. Their profession had not affected the heart and purified 
the life. The passing of the time was well calculated to reveal such hearts.  They were the first to turn and ridicule the 
sorrowful, disappointed ones who really loved the appearing of their Saviour. I saw the wisdom of God in proving His 
people and giving them a searching test to discover those who would shrink and turn back in the hour of trial. {EW 
235.3} 

 

17. Jesus and all the heavenly host looked with sympathy and love upon those who had with sweet expectation longed 
to see Him whom their souls loved. Angels were hovering around them, to sustain them in the hour of their trial. Those 
who had neglected to receive the heavenly message were left in darkness, and God's anger was kindled against them, 
because they would not receive the light which He had sent them from heaven. Those faithful, disappointed ones, who 
could not understand why their Lord did not come, were not left in darkness. Again they were led to their Bibles to search 
the prophetic periods. The hand of the Lord was removed from the figures, and the mistake was explained. They saw 
that the prophetic periods reached to 1844, and that the same evidence which they had presented to show that the 
prophetic periods closed in 1843, proved that they would terminate in 1844. Light from the Word of God shone upon their 
position, and they discovered a tarrying time--"Though it [the vision] tarry, wait for it." In their love for Christ's immediate 
coming, they had overlooked the tarrying of the vision, which was calculated to manifest the true waiting ones. Again 
they had a point of time. Yet I saw that many of them could not rise above their severe disappointment to possess that 
degree of zeal and energy which had marked their faith in 1843. {EW 236.1} 

 

He will raise up from among the common people men and women to do His work, even as of old He called fishermen to 
be His disciples. There will soon be an awakening that will surprise many. Those who do not realize the necessity of 
what is to be done will be passed by, and the heavenly messengers will work with those who are called the common 
people, fitting them to carry the truth to many places.--15MR 312 (1905). {LDE 204.2} 

 

Of Christ's teaching it is said, "The common people heard him gladly." "Never man spake like this man," declared the 
officers who were sent to take him. His words comforted, strengthened, and blessed those who were hungering for that 
peace which he alone could give. O how tender and forbearing was Christ! how filled with pity and tenderness were his 
lessons to the poor, the afflicted, and the oppressed! {RH, May 18, 1897 par. 1} 

In his vision of the last days Daniel inquired, "O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things? And he said, Go thy 
way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. Many shall be purified, and made white, and 
tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand. . . . 
Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days. But go thou thy way till 
the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days" [Daniel 12:8-13]. Daniel has been standing in 
his lot since the seal was removed and the light of truth has been shining upon his visions. He stands in his lot, bearing 
the testimony which was to be understood at the end of the days. {1SAT 225.5} 

 


